
Dear Coach,

In the spirit of the AYSO Philosophy of balanced teams, we are requiring you to evaluate all of the players on your roster.  It is absolutely critical that you are fair and realistic about these evaluations.  Teams are balanced strictly by the numbers, and the accuracy of the numbers comes from you, the coach.  Equal and balanced teams provide challenging, competitive play for all games.  However, true balancing can only be obtained through honest and thoughtful evaluations on your part.  Thank you for your dedication and commitment to coaching, as well as the time and effort you put forth in completing these forms!

As you evaluate each player on the characteristics listed below, please consider his/her abilities relative to expectations for that age group.  Also consider his/her play in game situations, where these skills must be applied under pressure and quick decision-making.  Following is an explanation of each characteristic to be evaluated.

Use a 1-5 scale.  1 = needs significant improvement, 5 = outstanding

1. Quickness/Speed:  Ability to beat an opponent to the ball or to an open area of the field.  This is not just running speed, but rather all areas of the game, including reaction time.

2. Passing Ability:  Can and will the player pass the ball to a teammate that is in a better position to play the ball?  This also incorporates the player’s field of vision; i.e., can the player find an open teammate?

3. Ability to Score:  Does the player have the accuracy, power, and desire to put the ball in the net when the shot is there?  Does the player follow-up his/her shot?

4. Ball Handling/Trapping Skills:  How well does the player control the ball received from a pass and what can he/she do with it once received?  Can the player trap, control, and advance the ball?

5. Aggressiveness:  Does the player have the desire to play the game and win the ball?  When it is his/her time to play, does the player give their all?  Is he/she tenacious (follow-through)?

6. Understanding of the Game:  How well does the player demonstrate an understanding of the Principles of Play of the game of soccer?  Does he/she play assigned position, or “bunch up” on the ball?

· Rating in Age Group:  This is an overall rating compared to other players that you have seen in this age group.  1 = well below the norm; 3 = average; 5 = well above the norm for this age group.

· Total score:  Add together points for categories 1-6; multiply by Rating in Age Group.

